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                     Village of Smithton 
                                    101 South Main Street          618/233-4180          618/233-0880 (fax) 
                                                                     SMITHTON, ILLINOIS 62285 

 
MAYOR,                                                                                                                                                                                                                  TRUSTEES, 
MICHAEL SMALLWOOD                                                                                                                                       JASON BECHERER                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          CHARLES ROGERS 
VILLAGE CLERK,                                                                                                                                                                                                               JAMES ELBE 
LYNN BIEHL                                                                                                                                                                                                                      JAMES MOUREY 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           TIM HOPKINS 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           TODD REYLING 

VILLAGE OF SMITHTON 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

February 17, 2026 
 
Mayor Michael Smallwood called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Everyone recited the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Trustees Jason Becherer, Charlie Rogers, Jim Elbe, Jim Mourey, Tim Hopkins and 
Trustee Reyling answered roll call. Also present were Clerk Lynn Biehl, Chief Jason Neff, Public 
Works Supervisor Dean Klein, Village/Zoning Administrator George Liyeos, and Attorney Luke 
Behme. Reporter Hans Carpenter and Gary Reuter were among the audience.  
 
CLERK’S REPORT – A motion was made by Trustee Becherer which was seconded by Trustee 
Rogers to approve the minutes from the Board Meeting held on February 3, 2026. Roll call was 
taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; 
Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was carried. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – The Board received a copy. 
 
GOOD OF THE VILLAGE – A motion was made by Trustee Elbe which was seconded by Trustee 
Mourey to approve the hiring of Gary Reuter as a part-time police officer. Roll call was taken: 
Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee 
Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was carried. 
  
POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT – The Board received a copy. 
 
VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT –  
159 TURN LANE – A motion was made by Trustee Reyling which was seconded by Trustee 
Rogers to allow Mayor Smallwood to sign Resolution No 2026-03 General Services Agreement 
with Gonzalez. Roll call was taken; Trustee Reyling, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes, Trustee Becherer, 
yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; and Trustee Hopkins.  The motion was carried. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – Work with Farmsworth on Park Master Plan has been completed and 
the grant application will be submitted to MEPRD this week.   
 
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL – Awaiting notification. 
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IPBC- A draft ordinance and by-laws was included with the board packet.  This will be discussed 
at the February 24th Committee as a Whole meeting. 
 
SAFETY COMMITTEE – There will be a Safety Committee Meeting on March 5, 2026, at 10:00 
am if needed.  
 
ZONING BOARD REPORT –  
RICHLAND CREEK COMMUNITY SOLAR PROJECT- A zoom meeting is planned for Friday, 
February 20th. 
 
HYDAC PROPERTY – Nothing to report. 
 
ANNEXATION- An annexation hearing for 3146 S. Illinois will be held during the March 3, 2026, 
Board meeting. 
 
VARIANCE REQUEST 5616 SAND ROCK- No building permit to date. 
 
RESUBMITTED PLAN FROM TOM REID FOR 3 WEST FISCHER – Zoning Board will review March 
19th. 
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT – Supervisor Klein reported last week they did some painting at Village 
Hall.  They will continue to work on this project next week.  They picked up the cabinets for the 
Village Hall lunchroom and will be replacing the flooring in that room.   
 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT – No report. 
 
Trustee Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to accept the Officer’s 
reports as given. Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, 
yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was 
carried. 
 
COMMITTEE AS A WHOLE –Mayor Smallwood reported on the Committee as a Whole meeting 
from February 10, 2026. The items will be discussed further under Committee Reports. Trustee 
Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to approve the minutes from 
the Committee as a Whole meeting on February 10, 2026. Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, 
yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and 
Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was carried. 

 
FINANCE & INSURANCE COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE BECHERER- No report. 
 
STREET & UTILITY COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE ROGERS-  
SMITHTON ENTRANCE SIGNS – Still waiting for landscaping to be completed. 
 
FSH CONTRACT – It was decided not to extend the contract.   
 
POLICE COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE ELBE- 
EMS-Nothing to report. 
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POLICE PERSONNEL-A motion was made by Trustee Elbe which was seconded by Trustee 
Mourey to accept the resignation of Officer Sunderman effective Thursday, March 5th. Roll call 
was taken Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; 
Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was carried. 
 
PARK & CEMETERY COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE MOUREY 
PARK TRAIL – PHASE 2 DISCUSSION AND PLAN – Nothing to discuss. 
 
PARK PROPERTY– Discussion will take place at the February 27th Committee as a Whole 
meeting. 
 
BALLFIELD LIGHTS PROCEDURE- Discussion will take place at the February 27th Committee as a 
Whole meeting. 
 
PARK MASTER PLAN-Discussed under the Village Administrator’s report. 
 
MEMORIAL BENCH- No information yet. 
 
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE HOPKINS- No report. 
 
ANNEXATION & BUILDING COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE REYLING  
BRIA BUILDING & PROPERTY FUTURE PLAN – No update. 
 
MULTI USE TRAIL & MAIN STREET COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE ROGERS  
PROPOSED TRAIL ROUTES – No report. 
 
MAIN STREET IMPROVEMENTS – No report. 
 
BILLS AND PAYROLL – Trustee Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers 
to authorize the Clerk and Trustee to pay the payroll ending January 30, 2026. Roll call was 
taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; 
Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was carried. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – Next Mayor’s meeting will be held Thursday, February 26th at the Moose 
Lodge, 2425 N. Illinois St., Swansea.  RSVPs are needed by Thursday, February 19th. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS – None. 
 
Trustee Rogers made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Elbe to adjourn the meeting. 
All Trustees were in favor. The motion was granted to adjourn at 7:17pm.  
 
 
 
        


