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                     Village of Smithton 
                                    101 South Main Street          618/233-4180          618/233-0880 (fax) 
                                                                     SMITHTON, ILLINOIS 62285 

 
MAYOR,                                                                                                                                                                                                               TRUSTEES, 
MICHAEL SMALLWOOD                                                                                                                                       JASON BECHERER                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          CHARLES ROGERS 
VILLAGE CLERK,                                                                                                                                                                                                               JAMES ELBE 
LYNN BIEHL                                                                                                                                                                                                                      JAMES MOUREY 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           TIM HOPKINS 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           TODD REYLING 

VILLAGE OF SMITHTON 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

March 17, 2026 
 
Mayor Michael Smallwood called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Everyone recited the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Trustees Jason Becherer, Charlie Rogers, Jim Elbe, Jim Mourey, Tim Hopkins and 
Todd Reyling answered roll call. Also present were Clerk Lynn Biehl, Chief Jason Neff, Public 
Works Supervisor Dean Klein, Village/Zoning Administrator George Liyeos, and Attorney Terry 
Bruckert. Reporter Hans Carpenter was among the audience.  
 
CLERK’S REPORT – A motion was made by Trustee Becherer which was seconded by Trustee 
Rogers to approve the minutes from the Board Meeting held on March 3, 2026 and the Police 
Committee Meeting held on March 9, 2026. Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee 
Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, 
yes. The motion was carried. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – The Board received a copy. 
 
GOOD OF THE VILLAGE – Nothing to report. 
  
POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT – The Board received a copy.  Chief Neff explained there was a county 
wide issue with the tornado sirens going off during Sunday’s Thunderstorm Warning.  Code Red 
also did not work for our area.  Lynn contacted Code Red and it was determined when they 
switched to the new platform, they did not explain all the steps for set up.  These issues should 
all be corrected now. 
 
VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT –  
159 TURN LANE – Easement work continues with Gonzalez. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – Nothing new to report. Park Master Plan RFP to be issued shortly. 
 
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL – Award notification should be received by April or May. 
 
IPBC- Ongoing transition details being attended to, on-line meeting 3.26  
 



Page 2 of 5 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-05 Purchase of land consisting of 4.16 acres 
 
WATERLINE AGREEMENT WITH MERTENS (5757 SAND ROCK) – Agreement drafted by Village 
Attorney. Approval for signature by Mayor.  
 
ELECTRICAL EASEMENT FOR SHOOTING RANGE LIGHTING – An agreement was signed by the 
Mayor to allow an electrical easement for Ameren to install lighting at the Shooting Range. 
 
 
SAFETY COMMITTEE – There will be a Safety Committee Meeting on April 2, 2026, at 10:00 am 
if needed.  
 
ZONING BOARD REPORT –  
RICHLAND CREEK-Letter of “No Objection” regarding easement.  Side agreement approved by 
legal counsel for extending 3’ hot mix asphalt & 8” sub-base, 20ft east of IDOT ROW to protect 
waterline easement.  Approval for signature by Mayor. 
 
Trustee Rogers made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Elbe to authorize Mayor 
Smallwood to sign the Water Easement Agreement with Richland Creek Solar.  Roll call was 
taken: Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; 
Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. Motion carried. 
 
HYDAC-Village Attorney.  
 
ANNEXATION - Boring work to be done by Ehret @ the same time as work on Sand Rock starts.    
 
RESUBMITTED PLANS FOR 3 WEST FISHER- Zoning Board rescheduled for 3.30.  
 
VARIANCE REQUEST 212 HIGH STREET- Zoning Board rescheduled for 3.30.  Front building line 
(25ft) for placement of pole barn in front yard & building height for sidewall (5ft) & peak (7ft).   
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT – The public works department finished the remodel of the Village Hall 
kitchen. They pulled the Klein lift station pump. They started doing some cleaning of the Lift 
Stations.  The new generator on Chestnut Oak has been having some issues. Oakley came out 
last week and worked on it.  It is working fine now. They will be putting up ballfield nets next 
week.  Trustee Mourey asked Supervisor Klein to look at the drinking fountain under the 
concession stand. 
 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Hydac is waiting for the weather to break to complete the project.  The 
dates for the 17 N High property have not changed. 
 
Trustee Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to accept the Officer’s 
reports as given. Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, 
yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was 
carried. 
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COMMITTEE AS A WHOLE –Mayor Smallwood reported on the Committee as a Whole meeting 
from March 10, 2026. The items will be discussed further under Committee Reports. Trustee 
Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to approve the minutes from 
the Committee as a Whole meeting on March 10, 2026. Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, 
yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and 
Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was carried. 

 
FINANCE & INSURANCE COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE BECHERER-. 
BUDGET- Nothing to report. 
 
IPBC – Discussions continue with IPBC. 
 
STREET & UTILITY COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE ROGERS-  
SMITHTON ENTRANCE SIGNS – No update. 
 
WATER LINE AGREEMENT – 5757 SAND ROCK - Trustee Rogers made a motion which was 
seconded by Trustee Mourey to allow Mayor Smallwood to sign the Water Line Agreement with 
5757 Sand Rock. Roll call was taken: Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee 
Becherer, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion 
was carried. 
 
POLICE COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE ELBE- 
POLICE PERSONNEL-  
Officer Fithian Resignation Letter - Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee 
Mourey to accept Officer Fithian’s resignation effective April 5, 2026. Roll call was taken: 
Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee 
Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was carried. 
 
Officers to be sent to the police academy - Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by 
Trustee Mourey to approve the hiring of three police officers to be sent to the police academy 
with a May 18th start date. Roll call was taken: Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee 
Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion 
was carried. 
 
PARK & CEMETERY COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE MOUREY 
PARK TRAIL – PHASE 2 DISCUSSION AND PLAN – Nothing to discuss. 
 
PARK PROPERTY– Trustee Mourey made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Reyling to 
allow Mayor Smallwood to sign Resolution 2026-05 Land Purchase. Roll call was taken: Trustee 
Mourey, yes; Trustee Reyling, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; 
and Trustee Hopkins, yes. The motion was carried. 
 
BALLFIELD LIGHTS PROCEDURE- Eric couldn’t be here at the meeting. He will get in touch with 
the ladies in the office to work on getting the app load on the computers and phones. 
 
PARK MASTER PLAN- We are waiting to hear back from MEPRD. 
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MEMORIAL BENCH- No information yet. 
 
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE HOPKINS 
ORDINANCE NO. 1067 EXPENSES REIMBURSEMENT- Trustee Hopkins had the Village Clerk read 
by title only Ordinance No. 1067.  Trustee Hopkins made a motion which was seconded by 
Trustee Reyling to approve Ordinance No. 1067 Expenses - Reimbursement.  Roll call was taken; 
Trustee Hopkins, yes; Trustee Reyling, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee 
Elbe, yes; and Trustee Mourey, yes. Motion passed. 
 
ANNEXATION & BUILDING COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE REYLING  
BRIA BUILDING & PROPERTY FUTURE PLAN – Administrator Liyeos is working on bid 
specifications. 
 
MULTI USE TRAIL & MAIN STREET COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE ROGERS  
PROPOSED TRAIL ROUTES – No report. 
 
MAIN STREET IMPROVEMENTS – No report. 
 
BILLS AND PAYROLL – Trustee Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers 
to authorize the Clerk and Trustee to pay bills and the payroll for pay period ending February 
27, 2026. Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; 
Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, no. The motion was carried. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – Next Mayor’s meeting will be held Thursday, March 26 at Ratzkeller in 
Red Bud.  RSVPs are needed by Thursday, March 20th. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS – None. 
 
Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to suspend regular order 
of business. Roll call was taken; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Becherer, 
yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was granted 
at 7:37pm.  
 
Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to enter Executive session 
for purposes of Section 2(c)(1) Personnel. Roll call was taken; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee 
Mourey, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee 
Reyling, yes. The motion was granted at 7:25pm. 
 
Entered back into open session at 7:45pm. 
 
Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Mourey authorizing Chief Neff to 
hire an additional officer for a total of four to send to the Police Academy with a start date of 
May 18 to enter Executive session. Roll call was taken; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Mourey, 
yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. 
The motion was granted. 
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Trustee Rogers made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Elbe to adjourn the meeting.  
All Trustees approved. Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm. 
        


