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                     Village of Smithton 
                                    101 South Main Street          618/233-4180          618/233-0880 (fax) 
                                                                     SMITHTON, ILLINOIS 62285 

 
MAYOR,                                                                                                                                                                                                               TRUSTEES, 
MICHAEL SMALLWOOD                                                                                                                                       JASON BECHERER                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          CHARLES ROGERS 
VILLAGE CLERK,                                                                                                                                                                                                               JAMES ELBE 
LYNN BIEHL                                                                                                                                                                                                                      JAMES MOUREY 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           TIM HOPKINS 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           TODD REYLING 

VILLAGE OF SMITHTON 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

April 21, 2026 
 
Mayor Michael Smallwood called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Everyone recited the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Trustees Jason Becherer, Charlie Rogers, Jim Elbe, Jim Mourey, Tim Hopkins and 
Todd Reyling answered roll call.  Also present were Deputy Clerk Michelle Schlarman, Chief 
Jason Neff, Public Works Supervisor Dean Klein, Village/Zoning Administrator George Liyeos, 
and Attorney Terry Bruckert. Reporter Hans Carpenter, Skyler Culpepper, Ashton Schantz, 
Joshua Pea and members of their families.  
 
CLERK’S REPORT – A motion was made by Trustee Becherer which was seconded by Trustee 
Rogers to approve the minutes from the Board Meeting held on April 7, 2026. Roll call was 
taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; 
Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was carried. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – The Board received a copy. 
 
GOOD OF THE VILLAGE – Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Mourey 
to hire Skyler Culpepper as a full-time police officer beginning May 11, 2026. Roll call was taken: 
Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee 
Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes.  Motion carried.   
 
Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Mourey to hire Joshua Pea as a 
full-time police officer beginning May 11, 2026. Roll call was taken: Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee 
Mourey, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee 
Reyling, yes.  Motion carried.   
 
Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Mourey to hire Ashton Schantz as 
a full-time police officer beginning May 11, 2026. Roll call was taken: Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee 
Mourey, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee 
Reyling, yes.  Motion carried.   
 
The three police officers were sworn in. 
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POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT – No report. 
 
VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT –  
ILCMA SUMMER CONFERENCE- Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee 
Rogers to approve the registration and attendance of Administrator Liyeos to the ILCMA 
Conference at a cost not to exceed $900. Roll call was taken: Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Rogers, 
yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, 
yes.  Motion passed. 
 
SIBA MEMBERSHIP- There is an associate fee $1,00 with a $75 enrollment fee.  It was decided 
that this membership would not be worth the expense. 
 
159 TURN LANE – Three easements have been signed and there are still two to go.  Gonzales 
will come to the next Committee as a Whole meeting this as well as MFT. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – Farnsworth follow-up is set for May 12th. Park Master Plan RFT was 
published April 16th.  There hasn’t been much response yet. 
 
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL – Award notification should be received shortly. 
 
IPBC- Ongoing transition with weekly zoom meeting each Thursday. 
 
SAFETY- Discussion with the RMA representative and the Police Chief took place April 16th. They 
went over items regarding pursuit and other matters. 
 
SAFETY COMMITTEE – There will be a Safety Committee Meeting on May 7, 2026, at 10:00 am 
if needed.  
 
ZONING BOARD REPORT –  
HYDAC – Discussion will take place in Executive Session. 
 
SMITHTON LIQUOR EXPANSION PLANS – Awaiting drawings from engineer. 
 
HUNTER’S POINT SUBDIVISION-Awaiting drawings from engineer. 
 
SPRENGELS PROPERTY-Awaiting drawings from engineer. 
 
Administrator Liyeos stated he is hoping to have a late May or June zoning meeting for those 
matters as well as a pole barn. 
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT – Supervisor Klein stated they worked on the shooting range lights 
which need some adjustments. They put hot mix down and did some road repair on Schiermeier 
and on Franklin where they did sidewalk repair. They repaired benches at the ball diamonds 
and put up hangers for rakes for the diamonds. Dean and Matt spent most of the day at the 
public school trying to help them find the reason for their continued high usage. The 2-inch 
water line extension was installed. Ehret did the boring for the lines on Sand Rock.  He was able 
to bring the cost down quite a bit.  That project will come in under budget. 
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ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Discussion to be held during Executive Session per Litigation Section 
2(c)(11).  
 
Trustee Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to accept the Officer’s 
reports as given. Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, 
yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was 
carried. 
 
COMMITTEE AS A WHOLE –Mayor Smallwood reported on the Committee as a Whole meeting 
from April 14, 2026. The items will be discussed further under Committee Reports. Trustee 
Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Reyling to approve the minutes from 
the Committee as a Whole meeting on April 14, 2026. Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, 
yes; Trustee Reyling, yes; Trustee Rogers, abstained; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; 
and Trustee Hopkins, yes. The motion was carried. 

 
FINANCE & INSURANCE COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE BECHERER-. 
BUDGET- Trustee Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Elbe to approve the 
FY27 Budget.  Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; 
Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes.  Motion was carried. 
 
IPBC – Nothing to report. 
 
STREET & UTILITY COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE ROGERS- Nothing to report. 
 
POLICE COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE ELBE- 
POLICE PERSONNEL- Discussed under the Good of the Village. 
 
PARK & CEMETERY COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE MOUREY 
 
PARK TRAIL – PHASE 2 DISCUSSION AND PLAN – Nothing to discuss. 
 
PARK PROPERTY– On hold until closing on May 1st. 
 
BALLFIELD LIGHTS PROCEDURE- The remote app and timer are working for the lights.  We made 
need to talk to Eric to see if there needs to be a battery backup for the lights. 
 
PARK MASTER PLAN- On hold. 
 
MEMORIAL BENCH- They are back to looking at a memorial bench instead of a flagpole. 
 
Trustee Reyling stated he was approached by the head baseball coach for Smithton.  They 
would like to add a speaker system. This would be paid for by a private donor.  He also 
mentioned the flagpole. It is not visible from Field 5.  They would like to put a flagpole at Field 
5.  He also got a quote from United Ink for new distance signs. The quote was for a little under 
$700 for vinyl signs. 
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ORDINANCE COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE HOPKINS 
Nothing to report. 
 
ANNEXATION & BUILDING COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE REYLING  
BRIA BUILDING & PROPERTY FUTURE PLAN – RFP went out last Thursday, April 16th. 
 
MULTI USE TRAIL & MAIN STREET COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE ROGERS  
PROPOSED TRAIL ROUTES – No report. 
 
MAIN STREET IMPROVEMENTS – No report. 
 
BILLS AND PAYROLL – Trustee Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers 
to authorize the Clerk and Trustee to pay bills. Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; 
Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee 
Reyling, yes. The motion was carried. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – None. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS – Trustee Rogers told Dean the trail fence at the park needs some repairs. 
 
Mayor Smallwood thanked Trustee Becherer for sitting in for him at last week’s CAW meeting.  
He also thanked the Board for covering for him while he was out due to surgery. 
 
Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to suspend regular order 
of business. Roll call was taken; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; 
Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was granted 
at 7:30pm.  
 
Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to enter Executive session. 
Roll call was taken; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee 
Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was granted at 
7:31pm. 
 
Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to enter back into open 
session. Roll call was taken; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; 
Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was granted 
at 7:42pm. 
 
Entered back into open session at 7:42pm. 
 
Trustee Rogers made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Elbe to adjourn the meeting.  
All Trustees approved. Meeting adjourned at 7:43pm. 
        


