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                     Village of Smithton 
                                    101 South Main Street          618/233-4180          618/233-0880 (fax) 
                                                                     SMITHTON, ILLINOIS 62285 

 
MAYOR,                                                                                                                                                                                                               TRUSTEES, 
MICHAEL SMALLWOOD                                                                                                                                       JASON BECHERER                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          CHARLES ROGERS 
VILLAGE CLERK,                                                                                                                                                                                                               JAMES ELBE 
LYNN BIEHL                                                                                                                                                                                                                      JAMES MOUREY 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           TIM HOPKINS 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           TODD REYLING 

VILLAGE OF SMITHTON 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

May 5, 2026 
 
Mayor Michael Smallwood called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Everyone recited the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Trustees Jason Becherer, Charlie Rogers, Jim Elbe, Jim Mourey, Tim Hopkins and 
Todd Reyling answered roll call.  Also present were Chief Jason Neff, Public Works Supervisor 
Dean Klein, Village/Zoning Administrator George Liyeos, Village Clerk Lynn Biehl, and Attorney 
Terry Bruckert. Reporter Hans Carpenter, Heather Hagene, and Terry and Beth Gamblin from 
The Tailgate were also in attendance. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT – A motion was made by Trustee Becherer which was seconded by Trustee 
Rogers to approve the minutes from the Board Meeting held on April 21, 2026. Roll call was 
taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; 
Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was carried. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – The Board received a copy. 
 
GOOD OF THE VILLAGE – Terry Gamblin spoke about the plans for the Summer Social.  Trustee 
Rogers made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Mourey to approve the Summer Social 
on Saturday, June 13, 2026 from 1:00 to 7:00pm. Roll call was taken: Trustee Rogers, yes; 
Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and 
Trustee Reyling, yes.  Motion carried.   
 
Terra from The Roost Bar and Grill submitted dates for upcoming outdoor music events.  
Trustee Hopkins made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Elbe to approve the outdoor 
music requests for The Roost Bar and Grill. Roll call was taken: Trustee Hopkins, yes; Trustee 
Elbe, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; and Trustee Reyling, 
yes.  Motion carried.   
 
Trustee Mourey made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to approve Mayor 
Smallwood’s Committee appointments for FY 27. Roll call was taken: Trustee Mourey, yes; 
Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee 
Reyling, yes.  Motion carried.   



 

Page 2 of 4 
 

 
Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to approve the 
appointment of Heather Hagene for Village Clerk. Roll call was taken: Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee 
Rogers, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee 
Reyling, yes.  Motion carried.   
 
Village Clerk Lynn Biehl swore in Heather Hagene as the new Village Clerk. 
  
POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT – No report.  
 
VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT –  
159 TURN LANE – Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to allow 
Mayor Smallwood to sign Resolution 2026-07 Joint Funding Agreement with IDOT. Roll call was 
taken: Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; 
Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – Farnsworth follow-up is set for May 12th. Park Master Plan 
recommendation to be provided in June from RFP received May 4th. 
 
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL – Award notification should be received shortly. 
 
IPBC- Ongoing transition with weekly zoom meeting each Thursday. Further discussion at the 
May 4, 2026 Staff Meeting regarding online Open Enrollment for individual employees. 
 
SAFETY COMMITTEE – There will be a Safety Committee Meeting on May 7, 2026, at 10:00 am 
if needed.  
 
ZONING BOARD REPORT –  
HYDAC – Discussion will take place in Executive Session. 
 
SMITHTON LIQUOR EXPANSION PLANS – Awaiting drawings from engineer to be considered at 
July Zoning Board meeting. 
 
HUNTER’S POINT SUBDIVISION-Awaiting drawings from engineer to be considered at July 
Zoning Board meeting. 
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT – Supervisor Klein reported last week they did meter reads, lift stations 
three times, locates were done daily.  He showed the Bria building last Wednesday for the 
demolition. Dean and Mitch helped the part-timers out with mowing at the Police Department.  
They pulled the pump at Willow Oak and it is being serviced in Red Bud.  They also painted the 
hallways at Village Hall.  The proposed bid opening is May 22nd for MFT and the rock that get 
delivered for oil and chip.  Trustee Rogers asked Supervisor Klein to have the guys drive around 
and check the catch basins. 
 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Discussion to be held during Executive Session per Litigation Section 
2(c)(11).  
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Trustee Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to accept the Officer’s 
reports as given. Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, 
yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was 
carried. 
 
COMMITTEE AS A WHOLE –Mayor Smallwood reported on the Committee as a Whole meeting 
from April 28, 2026. The items will be discussed further under Committee Reports. Trustee 
Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to approve the minutes from 
the Committee as a Whole meeting on April 28, 2026. Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, 
yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and 
Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was carried. 

 
FINANCE & INSURANCE COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE BECHERER- 
IPBC – Trustee Elbe mentioned that we need to make sure the employees are informed about 
the insurance changes. 
 
STREET & UTILITY COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE ROGERS- Nothing to report. 
 
POLICE COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE ELBE- 
POLICE PERSONNEL- Nothing to report. 
 
CAMERA PURCHASE-Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to 
allow Chief Neff to purchase an LPR camera not to exceed $9,000. Roll call was taken: Trustee 
Elbe, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, 
yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
SPEED RADAR TRAILER PURCHASE- Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee 
Mourey to allow Chief Neff to purchase a speed radar trailer in conjunction with the Freeburg 
Police Department not to exceed $5,000. Roll call was taken: Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, 
yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
PARK & CEMETERY COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE MOUREY 
 
PARK TRAIL – PHASE 2 DISCUSSION AND PLAN – Nothing to discuss. 
 
PARK PROPERTY– Can be removed from the agenda. 
 
BALLFIELD LIGHTS PROCEDURE- Can be removed from the agenda. 
 
PARK MASTER PLAN- On hold. 
 
MEMORIAL BENCH- They are back to looking at a memorial bench instead of a flagpole. 
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ORDINANCE COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE HOPKINS 
ORDINANCE NO. 1068 BUILDING REGULATIONS- Trustee Hopkins had the Village Clerk read 
Ordinance No. 1068 by title only.  Trustee Hopkins then made a motion which was seconded 
by Trustee Elbe to approve Ordinance No. 1068 Building Regulations. Roll call was taken: 
Trustee Hopkins, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee 
Mourey, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes.  Motion passed. 
 
ANNEXATION & BUILDING COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE REYLING  
BRIA BUILDING & PROPERTY FUTURE PLAN – Trustee Reyling would like to discuss the bids at 
the next Committee as a Whole meeting. 
 
MULTI USE TRAIL & MAIN STREET COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE ROGERS  
PROPOSED TRAIL ROUTES – No report. 
 
MAIN STREET IMPROVEMENTS – No report. 
 
BILLS AND PAYROLL – Trustee Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers 
to authorize the Clerk and Treasurer to pay bills. Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; 
Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Mourey, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee 
Reyling, yes. The motion was carried. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – None. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS – None. 
 
Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to suspend regular order 
of business. All Trustees approved. The motion was granted at 7:32pm.  
 
Trustee Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to enter Executive session. 
All Trustees approved. The motion was granted at 7:33pm. 
 
Trustee Rogers made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Elbe to enter back into open 
session. All Trustees approved. The motion was granted at 7:39pm. 
 
Entered back into open session at 7:39pm. 
 
Trustee Rogers made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Mourey to adjourn the 
meeting.  All Trustees approved. Meeting adjourned at 7:40pm. 
        


