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                     Village of Smithton 
                                    101 South Main Street          618/233-4180          618/233-0880 (fax) 
                                                                     SMITHTON, ILLINOIS 62285 

 
MAYOR,                                                                                                                                                                                                               TRUSTEES, 
MICHAEL SMALLWOOD                                                                                                                                       JASON BECHERER                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          CHARLES ROGERS 
VILLAGE CLERK,                                                                                                                                                                                                               JAMES ELBE 
HEATHER HAGENE                                                                                                                                                                                                          JAMES MOUREY 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           TIM HOPKINS 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           TODD REYLING 

VILLAGE OF SMITHTON 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

July 7, 2026 
 
Mayor Michael Smallwood called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Everyone recited the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Trustees Jason Becherer, Charlie Rogers, Jim Elbe, Tim Hopkins, and Todd Reyling 
answered roll call.  Also present were Chief Jason Neff, Public Works Supervisor Dean Klein, 
Village/Zoning Administrator George Liyeos, Village Clerk Heather Hagene, and Attorney Terry 
Bruckert. Reporter Hans Carpenter was also in attendance. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT – A motion was made by Trustee Becherer which was seconded by Trustee 
Rogers to approve the minutes from the Board Meeting held on June 16, 2026. Roll call was 
taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and 
Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was carried. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – No report. 
 
GOOD OF THE VILLAGE – Terra at the Roost sent in the outside music requests for the beginning 
of July. Chief Neff said no issues were reported last month. Trustee Hopkins made a motion 
which was seconded by Trustee Elbe to approve the outside music requests. Roll call was taken:   
Trustee Hopkins, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; and Trustee 
Reyling, yes.  Motion carried.   
 
POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT – Chief Neff delivered a notice regarding the broken fence surrounding 
the dumpster at Dollar General. 
 
VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT –  
159 TURN LANE – Easement work continues and progress details were provided in George’s 
weekly report. He is still working on one final contact and will speak again with Meckfessel. If 
easement work is completed this month, work will start in the fall. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – Farnsworth still modifying. There will be a meeting on July 17, 2026 
with Farnsworth. 
 
PARK MASTER PLAN – Work will begin shortly. 
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IPBC- Transition hiccups with prescription and dental cards were mentioned in the weekly 
report. 
 
MFT OIL & CHIP– Work is scheduled for 7/27/26, and the rock has been ordered. 
 
SAFETY COMMITTEE – There will be a Safety Committee Meeting on August 6, 2026, at 10:00 
am if needed.  
 
ZONING BOARD REPORT –  
HYDAC – Village attorney. 
 
SMITHTON LIQUOR – Drainage easement issue resolved.  
 
HUNTER’S POINT SUBDIVISION – Requested additional details on turning radius for bus and 
connector road concept for Phase 2. 
 
3011 SOUTH ILLINOIS SPECIAL USE PERMIT – Awaiting updated information on improvements 
for entrance on 159 (including IDOT approval) and surfacing details with stormwater plan. 
 
PLANNED DEVELOPMENT & SUBDIVISION APPLICATION PROCESS – Suggestions for updating 
these zoning ordinances being researched and will be referred to the Zoning Board for 
consideration and approval before final consent provided by the Mayor & Board. George and 
Terry are checking how other communities and Gonzalez have handled similar matters. 
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT – Supervisor Klein reported that the phase went out at the sewer plant 
on Friday due to weather, and the generator ran until it ran out of propane 24 hours later. 
Ameren couldn’t give an ETA on the repair on Saturday morning. Dean called Jason Adams from 
the Ameren crew, and he came to Smithton. He flipped the breaker on the pole, and it was 
fixed. There were no backing up issues. The propane was refilled on Monday. The generators 
will be topped off every couple of months. The street crew is sealing cracks in the concrete 
streets now, so they are ready for winter weather. A 150-foot curb at Graner and St John will 
be replaced. Dean said Aaron has the south wing at Bria completed and the second wing is 2/3 
completed. The roll off truck broke down this afternoon, so it might have held things up. Mayor 
Smallwood told Chief Neff that the north set of doors was open, and he saw some kids in there. 
They ran away when he went inside, but he wants the officers to keep an eye out, so no one 
gets hurt. Also, Mayor Smallwood pointed out that the boardroom was painted and looks good. 
 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Terry said the sale of the property is in the newspaper, so bids will be 
opened at the August 4th board meeting. 
 
Trustee Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to accept the Officer’s 
reports as given. Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, 
yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was carried. 
 
COMMITTEE AS A WHOLE – Mayor Smallwood reported on the Committee as a Whole meeting 
from June 30, 2026. The items will be discussed further under Committee Reports. The vacation 
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list will be distributed monthly, and the previous Village Clerk’s name will be removed from the 
statements. Trustee Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Reyling to 
approve the Committee as a Whole meeting minutes. Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, 
yes; Trustee Reyling, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; and Trustee Hopkins, yes. The 
motion was carried. 
 
FINANCE & INSURANCE COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE BECHERER- 
IPBC – George reported.  
 
Trustee Becherer also spoke on the upcoming CDs coming due. One new CD was signed today. 
 
STREET & UTILITY COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE ROGERS- Nothing to report. 
 
POLICE COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE ELBE- 
POLICE PERSONNEL- Nothing to report. Academy is going well. It lasts until September 4, 2026, 
and then officers receive at least three months of training. 
 
PARK & CEMETERY COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE MOUREY 
 
PARK TRAIL – PHASE 2 DISCUSSION AND PLAN – No report. Absent. 
 
PARK MASTER PLAN- No report. 
 
MEMORIAL BENCH- No report. 
 
Dean turned the lights on Monday night for SAA using the Shelly app, and it went smoothly. 
 
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE HOPKINS – Nothing to report. 
 
ANNEXATION & BUILDING COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE REYLING  
BRIA PROPERTY – Todd asked if Aaron could wait until fall to seed the lawn, as it will just die if 
it is planted earlier. Terry said yes, we can work with Aaron on the timeline. Dean would like 
the dirt to be in place. 
 
MULTI USE TRAIL & MAIN STREET COMMITTEE – TRUSTEE ROGERS  
PROPOSED TRAIL ROUTES – No report. 
 
MAIN STREET IMPROVEMENTS – No report. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS – Trustee Reyling wanted further clarification on the bill from Weis Design. 
Trustee Becherer made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Rogers to authorize the 
Finance Clerk and Treasurer to pay the bills. Roll call was taken: Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee 
Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was 
carried. 
 
REVIEW OF PAYROLL – No payroll to be reported at this time. 
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COMMUNICATIONS – This month’s mayors meeting is at St. Jacob activity center on Thursday, 
July 23, 2026. Chris Blair from World Wide Technology Raceway is the presenter. Reservations 
are due Friday, July 10th at noon. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS – Trustee Elbe made a motion to approve the contract with SOIL Excavating 
with the amendment to 10% for the performance bond which was seconded by Trustee Rogers. 
Roll call was taken; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee 
Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was carried.  
 
Prevailing wages and lien waivers were obtained from Thompson Roofing and will be used going 
forward. 
 
Trustee Rogers made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Elbe to suspend regular order 
of business. Roll call was taken; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; 
Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was granted at 7:32 pm.  
 
Trustee Rogers made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Elbe to enter Executive session 
for purposes of Section 2(c)(11) Litigation. Roll call was taken; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee 
Elbe, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion 
was granted at 7:33 pm. 
 
Trustee Rogers made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Elbe to adjourn executive 
session. Roll call was taken; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; 
Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was granted at 7:37 pm. 
 
Trustee Rogers made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Elbe to enter back into regular 
session. Roll call was taken; Trustee Rogers, yes; Trustee Elbe, yes; Trustee Becherer, yes; 
Trustee Hopkins, yes; and Trustee Reyling, yes. The motion was granted at 7:39 pm. 
 
Committee as a Whole items need to be added by noon on Friday. 
 
Trustee Rogers made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Elbe to adjourn the meeting.  
All Trustees approved. Meeting adjourned at 7:42 pm. 
        


