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COMMITTEE AS A WHOLE MEETING MINUTES 
June 9, 2026 

 
Mayor Smallwood called the meeting to order at 7:00pm at Village Hall. Trustees Jason Becherer, Jim Elbe, Jim 
Mourey, and Todd Reyling were present.  Village Administrator George Liyeos and representatives from 
Planning Design Studio: Jonathan Corbett, Kaitlin Sampson, and Andrew Franke were also present.   
 
REVIEW OF MONTHLY BILLS- The trustees reviewed the current bills to be paid.  
 
PARK MASTER PLAN- George introduced Planning Design. They have worked on many Metro East projects 
including the Township of Stookey and O’Fallon, IL Family Sports Park. Jonathan, the Project Manager, said 
they start with community input, compare it to regional standards, and decide what takes priority to make 
short-term, mid-term, and long-term projects.  Having the plan helps when applying for grants and obtaining 
other funding. Their projects have a 90% implementation rate. They also plan for maintenance on the new 
plans as well with park staff. Kaitlin spoke about their park observations. They have designed splash pads and 
often use turf or poured in place rubber surfaces. 
 
George brought in Michael Powell and Irene Compadre from Arbolope Studio from St. Louis.  Their focus is 
community engaged design. They understand that plans should go in phases and evolve over time as needs 
and funding change. Parks should connect the community, including improvements to trails. The Master Plan 
is the final step, including flexibility over time. They are partnering with Civil Design that does our Asset 
Management.  
 
Next was Darren Dunkle from Cochran Engineering. He has 36 years of experience in municipal government as 
the Director of Parks, Recreation, and Public Works. He uses a collaborative approach. Darren would be the 
main contact. All of his team has worked for municipal government. He wants to talk to staff and big users of 
the parks like athletic associations to identify needs and wants. He uses community meetings, surveys, and 
ADA analysis to gather information. Baseball fields are the main draw now, so Mike would like to see other 
focuses like pickleball and disc golf. George would like help with grant funding. Darren has done grant funding 
recently and for the past 20 years. Grants want a Master plan and a maintenance plan during application. He 
has a formula for budgeting for maintenance. He specializes in small communities and making realistic plans. 
He has worked only in Missouri, but there are many similarities.  
 



Farnsworth was up next. Greg Huss has been working on the Village’s Comprehensive Plan for a few months. 
Jeff Martin is a planner and landscape architect. Jacob Heck is a landscape architect as well. They have a Parks 
and Rec Studio. They have worked in Red Bud at Grant’s Park with splash pad, for which they received a grant. 
They are working now on Lincoln Park there as well. They have a grant’s team to identify grants and apply and 
administer after awarded. They know how the Park Master Plan can fit into the Comprehensive Plan. They 
worked on the SWIC athletic facilities. The Urbana Park district has several grants for different projects they 
have done there. They have done stakeholder interviews here and understand the community already. Mike 
would like to see another park entrance between the Senior Center and church. They discussed pickleball and 
updates on older equipment and pavilions. They have an idea for an amphitheater on the hill in the shaded 
area and an ADA compliant whiffleball field. There are possibilities for disc golf and a splash pad away from 
the highway. They would like to have a detailed discussion on all the ideas if we move forward. 
 
The last presenters were from SWT, Jay Wohlschlaeger and Scott Runde. Jay talked about the 30-year-old firm 
comprised of planners and landscape architects.  They work with CDI Engineers for the local perspective. They 
do identify and help apply for grants. They have a strong background in sustainable design. They expect a 6-9 
month window to make the Park Master Plan. They focus first on foundation building in the park and 
community with Village staff. They want to build on the Comprehensive plan.  Scott finds community 
engagement critical to meet the needs of the community and key stakeholders. They can conduct focus 
groups and open houses. They make park specific recommendations for amenities. Operations and 
maintenance are key to making a realistic, sustainable plan. The capital action plan identifies priorities from 
the community and staff as well as timelines and funding. They can get feedback from public meetings or 
online, whichever works best to get responses.  
 
Mike liked Farnsworth’s presentation the most, Jim Mourey agreed. Jim Elbe liked Planning Design, but 
Farnsworth fits with the Comprehensive plan. Jason agreed. George doesn’t think Arbolope is a good fit. 
Farnsworth got the most interaction. Jim Mourey pointed out Cochran had never worked in Illinois. George 
would like to keep Planning Design in mind in the future.  
 
CANCER POLICY-AFLAC- Since most trustees years ago didn’t meet the IML standards for the retirement plan, 
the board allowed a cancer policy instead. Mike had his colonoscopy claim denied, and he has had the policy 
for 16 years and never had anything covered. Jason tried to get rid of it a couple years ago during budget cuts. 
Jim Elbe wants AFLAC to get everyone on the same plan. George said AFLAC bases it on when you were hired, 
and it’s $5000 a year. Jim hates to get rid of it, since someone will need it.    
 
HUNTER’S POINTE SUBDIVISION - George had a meeting with Hunter, and they discussed a connector road for 
Phase 2. He wants Terry to put together a concept plan for Phase 2, so it is all settled beforehand. Stormwater 
is still a concern and needs to be addressed in Phase 1, as Phase 2 may never happen, like in Southwoods.  
 
Jim Elbe made a motion which was seconded by Jim Mourey to adjourn the meeting.  All approved at 9:02 pm. 
 


