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COMMITTEE AS A WHOLE MEETING MINUTES 
August 25, 2026 

 
Mayor Smallwood called the meeting to order at 7:00pm at Village Hall. Trustee Jason Becherer, Charlie 
Rogers, Jim Elbe, Jim Mourey, Tim Hopkins, and Todd Reyling were present.  Village Administrator George 
Liyeos and Public Works Supervisor Dean Klein were also present. 
 
REVIEW OF CURRENT BILLS - The trustees reviewed the bills to be paid.  
 
ATS SIGN AND WRESTLING – Terris Stahl requested a sign for his gaming arena and to allow wrestling at his 
location during the last board meeting. Nothing has been received yet from Mr. Stahl to review. 
 
PERSONNEL – Issues to be addressed later.  
 
BRIA – Trustee Reyling said the invoice has been updated without the change order. There is some missing 
information per George. The invoice from Reliable for hauling was emailed today. Todd would like to approve 
the invoice if everything is received by Friday to vote to pay Aaron Birkner, less 10% during the board meeting 
on 9/1/26. George agreed the payment for the subcontractor should be paid. Trustee Mourey had some 
concerns regarding invoices from Terry Bruckert for calls regarding the Bria property. There is an outstanding 
FOIA request regarding this contract. The Board plans to approve $150,000, and the rest can be approved 
once Aaron’s paperwork is received. A portion of the payment will be held back for the seeding later in the 
fall. 
 
REGGIE NICHOLS – Mr. Nichols would like to purchase part of the Bria property that he has been mowing for 
years. To do so, the property would have to be surveyed. Trustees Mourey and Rogers would like to wait until 
we have buyers to divide the parcel. Trustees Hopkins, Reyling, and Elbe would allow it if he paid for the 
survey. For now, George will let Mr. Nichols know that Village is not ready to decide at this time and mention 
the survey fees. 
 
PART-TIME POLICE PERSONNEL – Trustee Elbe wanted to be clear that Ryne Fithian is working part-time here, 
since he went to Freeburg full-time. Trustee Reyling believes we should have approved him to work part-time 
since he resigned. It will be voted on at the next board meeting. Trustee Reyling also reiterated the need to 
look closely at the bills and payroll to prevent embezzlement. 
 



AMEREN IL ENERGY EFFICIENCY – George is meeting with Illinois Electric at Village Hall tomorrow and going 
over to the wastewater treatment plant. They were here 10 years ago.  
 
PARK PROPERTY – Trustee Hopkins wanted to discuss the property near the Baptist Church and park. This 
area will be in the Park Master Plan. The Haunted Trail is only going to be one weekend, so Farnsworth will 
have to plan to meet with them then. Trustee Hopkins thinks pickleball courts would be nice. 
 
OFFICE NEW HIRE  – Mayor Smallwood said the office would like to hire Ashley on October 19, 2026 to give 
the office staff time to train for their new positions. Shelly is retiring December 4, 2026.  
 
Trustee Rogers made a motion which was seconded by Trustee Elbe to adjourn the meeting.  All 
approved at 8:07 pm. 
 


