
 

 

SMITHTON ZONING BOARD 
ZONING BOARD HEARING MINUTES 

February 2, 2026 
7:00pm 

Kent – 5616 Sand Rock Rd 
 
Chairman Rodriguez called the hearing to order at 7:12pm.  
 
Zoning Board members present were: Dan Arras, Matt Patterson, Leo Simburger, Julie York, Bill Wright and Jim 
Hildreth. Also present were Zoning Administrator and Engineer George Liyeos, Chairman Lori Rodriguez, 
Deputy Administrator Michelle Schlarman and Attorney Luke Behme. Also attending the meeting were: Mark 
and Laura Poirot. 

 
Deputy Zoning Administrator Michelle Schlarman read the notice as published in the Freeburg Tribune.  

 
Chairman Rodriguez read the letter sent to surrounding residents and the list of those residents. 

 
The applicant, Aaron Kent, and Mark and Laura Poirot were sworn in by Deputy Administrator Michelle 

Schlarman. 
 

Aaron Kent informed the Board that he would like to add a pole barn to his property. He is requesting a side 

wall height Variance of 3ft, for a total wall height of 12 ft, with a roof peak height Variance of 1.5 ft for a total 
of 16 ft, in order to have a 10 ft garage door. He would like to be able to store his boat and trailer in the pole 

barn. The plans are for a two-tone building with wainscotting and imitation brick on the front of the building. 
There will be insulation and electricity. No outdoor lighting. The ground slopes down on the creek and tree line 

on the right side of the property, the building company might build-up the ground on that side of the building. 
The parcel is wider at the front of the property which would give him room to pull in the trailer. One of his 

other options would be even with the house, close to the tree line, so that his kids can play in the back yard, 
away from the road. He is not planning on a driveway to the building. The gas and electric lines are along the 

front of the property. When he purchased the property in November of 2025, he was told that there was not 
an HOA with restrictions in place. 
 
Jim Hildreth made a motion which was seconded by Matt Patterson to approve a 3 ft side wall Variance for a 
total side wall height of 12 ft, and a 1.5 ft roof peak height Variance for a total roof peak height of 16 ft.  Roll 
call was taken: Jim Hildreth, yes; Matt Patterson, yes; Dan Arras, yes; Leo Simburger, yes; Julie York, yes; Bill 
Wright, yes. Motion was granted. 
 
Attorney Behme stated that location option 2 would be in compliance with Village Code for the front setback if 

the building is placed on or behind the front line of the house. He stated that the owner should double check 
for any creek drainage easements or covenant restrictions for the subdivision.  
 
Jim Hildreth made a motion which was seconded by Matt Patterson to approve a 3 ft side wall Variance for a 
total side wall height of 12 ft, and a 1.5 ft roof peak height Variance for a total roof peak height of 16 .5 ft. Roll 



 

 

call was taken: Jim Hildreth, yes; Matt Patterson, yes; Dan Arras, yes; Leo Simburger, yes; Julie York, yes; Bill 

Wright, yes. Motion was granted. 
 

Jim Hildreth made a motion which was seconded by Matt Patterson to deny the 90 ft front setback Variance 

which would be required for the 3rd option site, but did approve a Variance for an accessory building if placed 
no further forward than the front of the existing house. Roll call was taken: Jim Hildreth, yes; Matt Patterson, 

yes; Dan Arras, yes; Leo Simburger, yes; Julie York, yes; Bill Wright, yes. Motion was granted. 
 

Matt Patterson made a motion which was seconded by Jim Hildreth to adjourn the hearing. All were in favor. 
Motion was granted and meeting adjourned at 7:59pm. 

 


